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Introduction:

India is one of the most diverse lands found anywhere in the world and has been hailed
as the most complex amalgamation of various cultural identities. The Heritage Club seeks
to celebrate this diversity in ethnicity, traditions and beliefs that our beloved country has
to offer and has achieved this through the medium of a culture exchange programmes,

debates, heritage walks, historical tours, etc.

The aim of this club is to make History an inherent part and parcel of the everyday
curriculum alongside other graduate-level subjects by way of providing for continuously
active and practical learning. It also focuses on places of Importance, cultural or natural
heritage as described in UNESCO world heritage as well as the State and Central
Archaeological Survey of India. It is also an attempt to understand all aspects that
demarcates the identity of our Indian Heritage or any other Heritage in the world. The
club also tries to develop respect in students toward the diversity in cultures by hosting
awareness programs at college on how to protect and preserve our monuments and

heritage sites.

Objectives:

The History and Heritage club has several objectives, primarily focused on developing
skills in students and researchers for interpreting and analyzing rich cultural histories.

1. Create awareness among the students about our rich cultural heritage.

2. It serves as a platform to raise historical awareness within and beyond the university.
3. The club aims to instill a sense of responsibility for the preservation and promotion of
Indian Culture and Heritage in future generations.

4. Heritage club badge to become a part of the growing community of being a proud
heritage protector.

5. Learning about the importance of Heritage related matters such as History,
Archaeology, Inscriptions, Monuments, coins, museums etc.

6. Outreach programs and education on Museums

7. Conducting training programs and awareness programs for students in the field of
History and Archaeology. Example: Excavation, exploration, Heritage walk,
Trekking, Workshops, Documentation methods, debate, drawing, quiz etc.



8. Visit the museum for learning about ancient Antiquities, copper plates, inscriptions,
coins, etc.

9. Conservations techniques at college as well as at Historical or Archaeological sites.

10. Conducting cultural, social and educational development programs such as
symposiums, discussions, student fairs, festivals, conferences etc.

11. Additionally, the club fosters a positive and supportive attitude among its members,
encouraging collaboration and mutual support.

12. Skills developed include understanding historical events, sites, community
engagement, and Cultural Resource Management.

MISSION
e To uphold the constitutional duty of every Indian citizen.

e To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture.
Article 51 of the Indian Constitution-Fundamental Duties-1V-A
e To take pride in the unique diversity of India’s cultural identity.

e To encourage the education authorities to incorporate heritage education into the
learning process.

e To inspire young minds to develop secular, cultural values and contribute to the
sustainable growth of our nation.

List of Activities

Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur conducted the excavation and unearthed successive strata
of floors, hearths and walls. The excavation at Asurgarh has produced a unique mass of datable
antiquities. The coins of early historical period have been helpful in building up the chronology of
the particular site. The earliest strata reprint early historical in nature. From this level two copper
coins are reported. Two other copper coins are reported from the outer fortification area. These coins
are square in shape and earlier reported in various early historical sites of Chhattisgarh and Western
Odisha. Scholars identify these coins as elephant deity type of coins. The team consisted of
Archaeological Survey of India and other scholars visited to the excavated site. On the World
Heritage Week a heritage walk programme was conducted from Gopalji temple to Samaleswari

temple.
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Team of Archae ‘Survey of India visited the University to see the antiquities
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ASI team and scholars investigated the archaeoloical site
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ASITeam, GMU staff,

studentsvisit

Asurgarhforsurvey

STATESMANNEWS SERVICE
SAMBALPUR, 8 SEPTEMEER

ewmonths back, the
History department
of Gangadhar Meher

University (GMU)
conducted an excavation
near Asurgarh near Barpali
in Bargarh district and
broughtmany old materials
of archaeological impor-
tance tolight from the spot.

This drew the attention of
not only scholars, but also
both governments in state
and centre.

And as per the initiative
of Education Minister Dhar-

mendra Pradhan, a three
member team from Arche-
ological Survey of India (ASI),
Bhubaneswar accompanied
by staff and students from
GMU visited the spot today
to conduct further survey.
The HoD of History of
GMU Dr Atul Kumar Prad-
hanwho is also the director
of this particular programme
and assistant director Dr
Umakanta Mishra, the super-
intendent of excavation
branch of ASI Dr Susanta
Kumar Kar and others visit-
ed Asurgarh on Thursday .
“Butit wasdifficult forus
sincethe spotis now covered

by trees and herbs due to the
rainy season. At the same
time, the mud also came in
our way to do the desired
work,” informed the Dr
Pradhan. “But the team
from ASI will come again in
the summer season when the
survey work andexcavation
willbe easier and possible,”
he informed.

The assistant archaeolo-
gist of ASI Dr Asish Ranjan
Sahu, photographer Debashis
Mishra and research schol-
ar from GMU Chudamani
Rana were also in the team
to conduct the desired sur-
vey.
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Celebration of World Heritage Week 2022
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WORLD HERITAGE WEEK (
(9T = 4TH_ NOVEWBER)
EVENT, NERITAGE #3.X, HERTTADE TALK AND HIRITAGE CLEANNO

|
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Heritage walk in the World Heritage Week 2022
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Prof. N. Nagaraju Gangadhar Meher University
Vice Chancellor Amruta Vihar, Sambalpur
Odisha

CELEBRATION OF WORLD HERITAGE WEEK

Date & Time - 20th November 2022, 07.30 AM
Venue - Gopalji Math, Rani Bakhri, Samalesari Temple, Sambalpur

EVENT: HERITAGE WALK, HERITAGE TALK AND HERITAGE CLEANING

Resource Person

DIPAK PANDA
MEMBER, INTACH, SAMBALPUR CHAPTER

Organized By:
School of History
Gangadhar Meher University
Convener: Dr. Atul Kumar Pradhan, HOD, School of History
Patrons: Prof. Susanta Kumar Das, Chairman, P.G. Council

Smt. Jugaleswari Dash, Registrar
Dr. Uma Charan Pati, Deputy Registrar
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Media coverage of the Programme



