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Introduction:

India is one of the most diverse lands found anywhere in the world and has been hailed
as the most complex amalgamation of various cultural identities. The Heritage Club seeks
to celebrate this diversity in ethnicity, traditions and beliefs that our beloved country has
to offer and has achieved this through the medium of a culture exchange programmes,

debates, heritage walks, historical tours, etc.

The aim of this club is to make History an inherent part and parcel of the everyday
curriculum alongside other graduate-level subjects by way of providing for continuously
active and practical learning. It also focuses on places of Importance, cultural or natural
heritage as described in UNESCO world heritage as well as the State and Central
Archaeological Survey of India. It is also an attempt to understand all aspects that
demarcates the identity of our Indian Heritage or any other Heritage in the world. The
club also tries to develop respect in students toward the diversity in cultures by hosting
awareness programs at college on how to protect and preserve our monuments and

heritage sites.

Objectives:

The History and Heritage club has several objectives, primarily focused on developing
skills in students and researchers for interpreting and analyzing rich cultural histories.

1. Create awareness among the students about our rich cultural heritage.

2. It serves as a platform to raise historical awareness within and beyond the university.
3. The club aims to instill a sense of responsibility for the preservation and promotion of
Indian Culture and Heritage in future generations.

4. Heritage club badge to become a part of the growing community of being a proud
heritage protector.

5. Learning about the importance of Heritage related matters such as History,
Archaeology, Inscriptions, Monuments, coins, museums etc.

6. Outreach programs and education on Museums

7. Conducting training programs and awareness programs for students in the field of
History and Archaeology. Example: Excavation, exploration, Heritage walk,
Trekking, Workshops, Documentation methods, debate, drawing, quiz etc.

8. Visit the museum for learning about ancient Antiquities, copper plates, inscriptions,
coins, etc.



9. Conservations techniques at college as well as at Historical or Archaeological sites.

10. Conducting cultural, social and educational development programs such as
symposiums, discussions, student fairs, festivals, conferences etc.

11. Additionally, the club fosters a positive and supportive attitude among its members,
encouraging collaboration and mutual support.

12. Skills developed include understanding historical events, sites, community
engagement, and Cultural Resource Management.

MISSION
e To uphold the constitutional duty of every Indian citizen.

o To value and preserve the rich heritage of our composite culture.
Article 51 of the Indian Constitution-Fundamental Duties-1V-A
e To take pride in the unique diversity of India’s cultural identity.

e To encourage the education authorities to incorporate heritage education into the
learning process.

e To inspire young minds to develop secular, cultural values and contribute to the
sustainable growth of our nation.

List of Activities

Sambalpur is dotted with several heritage buildings and cemeteries. But these monuments are
in bad state. These buildings are lying neglected. Many people are not even aware of their
existence and importance. Due to the lack awareness and conservation, these priceless
monuments are in ruined condition. Heritage awareness is a crucial part of any heritage
conservation and management. The success of heritage conservation initiatives depends on
the understanding and participation of the local community and yields results in medium and
long term. The School of History has developed a plan for public Awareness of Heritage in
and around Sambalpur. So a heritage tour was organized at Rajabakhri, Sambalpur. In this
event students, faculties and resource persons are participated and the students gained the
knowledge about the heritage and its importance. They took an oath to maintain clean to the
heritage. The state of Odisha situated in the east coast of India has a rich repository of
rock art. The state is equally rich with tribal art as the state houses as many as 62
primitive tribal communities who largely subsist on hunting and gathering. The
delivered lectures an account of ethno-archaeological perspective and artistic
expression and how such ethnographic information can be used in the interpretation
of primeval rock art. It lecture also highlighted the rock art heritage of western
Odisha. On 18t April 2022 World Heritage Day celebrated in the University.
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Conserve your cultural diversity, preserve it for future identities
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Heriage Awareness programme at Raja Bakhri



Raja bakhri

Heritage Club members at ruined palace,
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Students at the heritage site
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HERITAGE PROMOTION

GM University to adopt Raja Bakhri for preservation

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
@ Sambalpur

THE School of History of Gan-
gadhar Meher University has
pledged to adopt the iconic Raja
Bakhri (King's Palace) for pro-
motion and preservation of the
monument under its Heritage
Awareness Programme.

Under the programme, stu-
dents will be visit lesser-known
heritage sites in the region for
research and make efforts to
promote their historical signifi-
cance. The first such visit was
organised to Raja Bakhri on
Sunday which was attended by
40 students of History
department,

Professor of History Atul
Pradhan said, “Sambalpur is
dotted with several heritage

buildings and cemeteries which
are lying neglected. Many peo-
ple are not even aware of their
existence and importance. Due
to lack of awareness and con-
servation, these monuments
are in a ruined state. The aim of
this programme is to make stu-
dents aware about local history
and heritage besides encourag-
ing them to safeguard them.”

Pradhan further said the suc-
cess of heritage conservation
initiatives depends on under-
standing and participation of
the local community. Accord-
ingly, students will lend a help-
ing hand in cleaning the palace
and promote the heritage build-
ing among people.

Member of INTACH, Sam-
balpur Chapter Deepak Panda
said the GMU has taken a

unique initiative to identify and
research on local historical
monuments. “A few years back,
INTACH had proposed the State
government for renovation of
Raja Bakhri. A detailed project
report of 22.5 crore was also
submitted. However, there has
been no progress in this regard
so far," he informed.

Raja Bakhri is one of the big-
gest palaces in Odisha, It was
built by King Chhatra Sai in the
early 17th Century. The two-sto-
rey building has around 40
rooms. According to research-
ers, Surendra Sai had stayed in
the palace for a few days during
the 1857 uprising after he en-
tered Sambalpur with 1,500 of
his supporters. Besides, local
freedom fighters had waved the
national flag atop Raja Bakhri

File p hoto nl Raja Bakhn
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during the Quit India
Movement.

Currently, the palace is in a
dilapidated condition with
many parts of the building van-
dalised over the years. In 2017,

the Sambalpur Press Club and
some other organisations had
undertaken an initiative to
clean the premises of the pal-
ace. However, it could not be
sustained for long,
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Celebration of World Heritage Day 2022



Students and scholars are participate in the Celebration of World Heritage Day 2022






Sambalpur, Odisha, India

FXGF+PMH, Modipada, Sambalpur, Odisha 768002, India
_ Lat 21.476991°
" Long 83.974219°
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