
 

 

 

 

GANGADHAR MEHER UNIVERSITY, SAMBALPUR 

Report on Extra-Mural Lecture/ Seminar/ Webinar/ Workshop, etc. 

Name of the 

organizing 
School(s) 

School of History 

Title of the event 
Celebration of World Heritage Day 

Special Talk on “Heritage of Sambalpur: An Untold Story” 

Date 
(DD/MM/YYYY) 

or Period 

(DD/MM/YYYY to 
DD/MM/YYYY) of 

the event 

18.04.2022 

Name/Designatio
n of the 

Convener(s) of the 

event 

Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan 

Resource Persons 

Details 

Sl.No R.P. Name Designation Affiliation Website link (if any) 

1 Dipak Panda Member Indian National 
Trust for Art and 

Cultural Heritage, 

Sambalpur 
Chapter   

 

     



Participant’s 
details 

A. No. of student participants 

from GMU 230 

B. No. of student participants 

from outside GMU  30 

C. No. of faculty participants 

from GMU 05 

D. No. of professional 

participants 

(faculty/industry person etc.) 

from outside GMU 

05 

Total number of participants 

(A+B+C+D) 
270 

Name and address of 
University/ institute 

of the outside 

participants (up to 
10) 

S.No. Name of the University/institute Address of the 

University 

1   

2   

Description about 

the event (200-

300 words) and 

its 
Significance/Scop

e (100-200 words) 

Sambalpur is dotted with several heritage buildings and cemeteries. But these monuments are in bad state. These buildings are 

lying neglected. Many people are not even aware of their existence and importance. Due to the lack awareness and conservation, 

these priceless monuments are in ruined condition. Heritage awareness is a crucial part of any heritage conservation and 

management. The success of heritage conservation initiatives depends on the understanding and participation of the local 

community and yields results in medium and long term. The School of History has developed a plan for public Awareness of 

Heritage in and around Sambalpur. So a heritage tour was organized at Rajabakhri, Sambalpur. In this event students, faculties 

and resource persons are participated and the students gained the knowledge about the heritage and its importance. They took a 

oath to maintain clean to the heritage. 



Poster and 

Photograph/Medi
a Clip of the event 

(insert upto 4 nos. 

of documents 
including poster) 

 

The Samaja e paper, dated 19.04.2022

 



 
The Sambad e paper, dated 19.04.2022 

 
Dharitri, dated  19.04.2022 

 
  



The Prameya e paper, dated 19.04.2022

 
 

The Sakala e paper, dated 19.04.2022 
 
 
Name/Full Signature of Conveners    
1. Dr.Atula Kumar Pradhan 
2.  
 
Full signature of Departmental IQAC Coordinator 
 
 
Full Signature of Head with seal 
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Name of the 
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School of History 

Title of the event 
Celebration of World Heritage Day 

Special Talk on “Heritage of Sambalpur: An Untold Story” 

Date 
(DD/MM/YYYY) 

or Period 
(DD/MM/YYYY to 

DD/MM/YYYY) of 
the event 

18.04.2022 

Name/Designatio

n of the 
Convener(s) of the 
event 

Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan 

Resource Persons 
Details 

Sl.No R.P. Name Designation Affiliation Website link (if any) 

1 Dipak Panda Member Indian National 
Trust for Art and 

Cultural Heritage, 
Sambalpur 

Chapter   

 

     



Participant’s 
details 

A. No. of student participants 

from GMU 230 

B. No. of student participants 

from outside GMU  30 

C. No. of faculty participants 

from GMU 05 

D. No. of professional 

participants 

(faculty/industry person etc.) 

from outside GMU 

05 

Total number of participants 

(A+B+C+D) 
270 

Name and address of 
University/ institute 

of the outside 
participants (up to 
10) 

S.No. Name of the University/institute Address of the 

University 

1   

2   

Description about 
the event (200-
300 words) and 

its 
Significance/Scop
e (100-200 words) 

Sambalpur is dotted with several heritage buildings and cemeteries. But these monuments are in bad state. These buildings are 

lying neglected. Many people are not even aware of their existence and importance. Due to the lack awareness and conservation, 

these priceless monuments are in ruined condition. Heritage awareness is a crucial part of any heritage conservation and 

management. The success of heritage conservation initiatives depends on the understanding and participation of the local 

community and yields results in medium and long term. The School of History has developed a plan for public Awareness of 

Heritage in and around Sambalpur. So a heritage tour was organized at Rajabakhri, Sambalpur. In this event students, faculties 

and resource persons are participated and the students gained the knowledge about the heritage and its importance. They took a 

oath to maintain clean to the heritage. 
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GANGADHAR MEHER UNIVERSITY, SAMBALPUR 

Report on Extra-Mural Lecture/ Seminar/ Webinar/ Workshop, etc. 

Name of the 

organizing 

School(s) 

School of History 

Title of the 

event 

HERITAGE WALK FROM VEER SURENDRA SAI TOWN HALL TO HOUSE OF LAKSHMINATH BEZBAROA 

 

Date 

(DD/MM/YY

YY) or Period 

(DD/MM/YY

YY to 

DD/MM/YYY

Y) of the 

event 

06.09.2023 

Name/Desig

nation of the 

Convener(s) 

of the event 

Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan (Convener) 

 

Resource 

Persons 

Details 

Sl.No R.P. Name Designation Affiliation Website link (if any) 

1 Deepak Panda 

 

Co-Convenor Indian National 

Trust for Art and 

Cultural Heritage, 

Sambalpur 

Chapter   

 



     

Participant’s 

details 

A. No. of student participants from 

GMU 120 

B. No. of student participants from 

outside GMU  04 

C. No. of faculty participants from 

GMU 04 

D. No. of professional participants 

(faculty/industry person etc.) from 

outside GMU 
02 

Total number of participants (A+B+C+D) 130 

Name and address of 

University/ institute of 

the outside 

participants (up to 10) 

S.No. Name of the University/institute Address of the 

University 

1   

2   

Description 

about the 

event (200-

300 words) 

and its 

Significance/

Scope (100-

200 words) 

School of History conducted a heritage awareness programme under Heritage walk from   Victoria Town Hall to House of 

LaxshminathBezbaroaon 6th September 2023 at 8 am morning. A British-era town hall, popularly known as Victoria Hall is very 

important so far as colonial architecture is concerned. This building is under conservation process. TheSadhana Griha or work place 

of Lakshminath Bezbaroa, the doyen of Assamese literature, which was in ruins on the banks of the Mahanadi in Sambalpur. The main 

objective of this programme was to create awareness among the local people, students and research s scholars about the our heritage. 

So, on this occasion Mr Deepak Panda, co-convener INTACH, Sambalpur chapter delivered a talk and guide the mass. Honorable Vice 

Chancellor Prof.N.Nagaraju presided  the meeting.There are 130 students and research Scholars participated in this walk. Dr. Bibhu 

Kalyan Mohanty, Head, School of Anthropology, Dr. Santosh Kumar Mallik, School of History,Dr Prasanta Kumar Sethi, School of 

Sanskrit also  participated in this programme.    
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Title of the 
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HERITAGE WALK FROM VEER SURENDRA SAI TOWN HALL TO HOUSE OF LAKSHMINATH BEZBAROA 
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YY) or Period 

(DD/MM/YY
YY to 

DD/MM/YYY

Y) of the 

event 

06.09.2023 

Name/Desig

nation of the 

Convener(s) 
of the event 

Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan (Convener) 

 

Resource 
Persons 

Details 

Sl.No R.P. Name Designation Affiliation Website link (if any) 

1 Deepak Panda 

 

Co-Convenor Indian National 

Trust for Art and 
Cultural Heritage, 

Sambalpur 

Chapter   

 



     

Participant’s 
details 

A. No. of student participants from 

GMU 120 

B. No. of student participants from 

outside GMU  04 

C. No. of faculty participants from 

GMU 04 

D. No. of professional participants 

(faculty/industry person etc.) from 

outside GMU 
02 

Total number of participants (A+B+C+D) 130 

Name and address of 

University/ institute of 

the outside 
participants (up to 10) 

S.No. Name of the University/institute Address of the 
University 

1   

2   

Description 

about the 
event (200-

300 words) 

and its 
Significance/

Scope (100-

200 words) 

School of History conducted a heritage awareness programme under Heritage walk from   Victoria Town Hall to House of 

LaxshminathBezbaroaon 6th September 2023 at 8 am morning. A British-era town hall, popularly known as Victoria Hall is very 

important so far as colonial architecture is concerned. This building is under conservation process. TheSadhana Griha or work place 

of Lakshminath Bezbaroa, the doyen of Assamese literature, which was in ruins on the banks of the Mahanadi in Sambalpur. The main 

objective of this programme was to create awareness among the local people, students and research s scholars about the our heritage. 

So, on this occasion Mr Deepak Panda, co-convener INTACH, Sambalpur chapter delivered a talk and guide the mass. Honorable Vice 

Chancellor Prof.N.Nagaraju presided  the meeting.There are 130 students and research Scholars participated in this walk. Dr. Bibhu 

Kalyan Mohanty, Head, School of Anthropology, Dr. Santosh Kumar Mallik, School of History,Dr Prasanta Kumar Sethi, School of 

Sanskrit also  participated in this programme.    
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Name of the 

organizing 
School(s) 

Gangadhar Meher University 

Title of the event 
Heritage Cleaning Programme at Rajabakhri under the scheme of NUA-O(IYDP) 

 

Date 
(DD/MM/YYYY) 

or Period 

(DD/MM/YYYY 
to 

DD/MM/YYYY) of 

the event 

26.11.2023 

Name/Designatio

n of the 

Convener(s) of 
the event 

Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan (Nodal Officer) 

 

Resource Persons 

Details 

Sl.No R.P. Name Designation Affiliation Website link (if 

any) 

1 Deeapk Kumar Panda 

 

Co-Convenor Member, Indian 

National Trust 

for Art and 
Cultural 

Heritage, 

 



Sambalpur 

Chapter   

     

Participant’s 
details 

A. No. of student participants from GMU 
182 

B. No. of student participants from outside 

GMU  04 

C. No. of faculty participants from GMU 
02 

D. No. of professional participants 

(faculty/industry person etc.) from 

outside GMU 
10 

Total number of participants (A+B+C+D) 198 

Name and address of 

University/ institute of the 

outside participants (up to 
10) 

S.No. Name of the University/institute Address of the 

University 

1   

2   

Description 
about the event 

(200-300 words) 

and its 

Significance/Sco
pe (100-200 

words) 

Gangadhar Meher University conducted a heritage cleaning programme under the NUA-O(IYDP, Govt.of Odisha) at Raja Bakhra 

on 26th November 2023 at 9 am morning. This historical monument was in ruins on the banks of the Mahanadi in Sambalpur. The 

main objective of this programme is to clean the heritage create awareness among the local people, students and research s scholars 

about the our heritage. So, on this occasion Deepak Panda hase given their  kind consent to deliver the talks and guide the mass.   
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a Clip of the 
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Name of the 

organizing 
School(s) 

School of History 

Title of the event 
Celebration of World Heritage Week at Rajabakhri 

 

Date 
(DD/MM/YYYY) 

or Period 

(DD/MM/YYYY to 
DD/MM/YYYY) of 

the event 

19.11.2023 

Name/Designatio
n of the 

Convener(s) of the 

event 

Dr. Atula Kumar Pradhan (Convener) 
 

Resource Persons 

Details 

Sl.No R.P. Name Designation Affiliation Website link (if any) 

1 Dr. Bibhudutta Mishra 
 

Co-Convenor Member, Indian 
National Trust 

for Art and 

Cultural 
Heritage, 

Sambalpur 

Chapter   

 



     

Participant’s 
details 

A. No. of student participants from 

GMU 85 

B. No. of student participants from 

outside GMU  04 

C. No. of faculty participants from 

GMU 02 

D. No. of professional participants 

(faculty/industry person etc.) 

from outside GMU 
02 

Total number of participants 
(A+B+C+D) 

93 

Name and address of 

University/ institute of 

the outside 
participants (up to 10) 

S.No. Name of the University/institute Address of the 
University 

1   

2   

Description about 

the event (200-
300 words) and 

its 

Significance/Scop
e (100-200 words) 

School of History conducted a heritage awareness programme on the occasion of World Heritage Week at Raja Bakhra on 19 th 

November 2023 at 8 am morning. World Heritage Week observes all over the globe from 19th to 25th November in every year.  

This historical monument was in ruins on the banks of the Mahanadi in Sambalpur. The main objective of this programme is to 

create awareness among the local people, students and research s scholars about the our heritage. So, on this occasion Dr. 

B.Mishra hase given their  kind consent to deliver the talks and guide the mass.   
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of documents 
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Full Signature of Head with seal 
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Prof. N.Nagaraju, 

Vice Chancellor        

A Vision for the Research Chair 

 

The story and faith of Bhima Boi reverberates, not just in western Odisha but 

other parts of the country as well. One of the most remarkable cultural figures 

of the late nineteenth century, he lived among the  forest dwellers  of western 

Odisha, striking  an instant cord with the people through his simple and lyrical 

Bhajans. Espousing a singularly inclusive faith which centers around the 

spiritual vision of  Sunyata, they are oral,  rhythmic and from the everyday life 

of the people, and at the same time enunciating  lofty thought. 

The chair at Gangadhar Meher University established by government of Odisha 

makes an impassioned effort to relate and research the works of this poet-

preacher; establishing chronology, decoding and explicating the works 

contextually and bringing them to the larger public through publications, 

seminars and symposia. Interdisciplinarity and intersectionality underpin this 

effort which, apart from the above stated aims, should help in understanding the 

indigenous aspects of the communities of the region and their ecological 

practices. 

The chair has started bringing out, reports, journal, theme papers and edited 

works on the poet. Hopefully the chair will make more such efforts and the 

government will support the chair to take the research to the next level. The 

works of a living faith needs all-round support 

 

 

 

 

 

 



2 
 

 

BHIMA BHOI RESEARCH CENTRE 
GANGADHAR MEHER UNIVERSITY, AMRUTA VIHAR -SAMBALPUR 

 

 

 

Bhima Bhoi Research Centre 

Activity Report 

(2019-2024) 

Introduction:  

Marginalized communities in Odisha constitute a substantial population of 

Odisha and research on their social, political and cultural aspects is very 

scarce, often not resulting in solutions to the problems. Their faiths and beliefs 

are almost invisible in the face of the dominant and assimilating Jagannath 

cult, the “Maudamani’. Bhima Bhoi and Mahima Dharma, a living faith, 

manifesting rather late but incorporating many spiritual and philosophical traits of 

faiths of Indian soil, offers interesting narratives on socio-cultural life of the 

marginalized/ ‘others’ in Odisha. It is interesting to study how this relatively 

new religion (It is considered to be of recent origin) has challenged the 

hegemony of a dominant religion and culture. The most curious aspect of this 

religion is its emphasis on egalitarianism and liberation from oppression to 

enlightenment. The Bhima Bhoi Research Centre at GMU was established 

with a missionary vision to study these aspects of Mahima Dharma and role 

of Bhima Bhoi in promoting these values.  

Vision 
1. To study and research on the works of Bhima Bhoi and the living faith of 

Mahima Dharma from an inclusive perspective and develop a history of the 

communities of the Faith. 

2. To publish the unpublished Pothis of Santha Kabi Bhima Bhoi. 

Objectives 
 

1. To establish the chronology of the works and study the development of 

spiritual vision of Bhima Bhoi. 
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2. To do research on Bhima Bhoi works for its contribution to Odia literature and         

its place in the literary world  

3. To carry out interdisciplinary research in the arena of social sciences and 

humanities for the upliftment of marginalized communities in Odisha, 

especially the communities practicing the Mahima Faith  

4. To study Mahima Ashrama and its management. 

5. To undertake research to develop an understanding of the consequences of 

social exclusion and discrimination, economic growth and poverty, education, 

health, political participation and wellbeing of the marginalized social groups. 

The following is a detailed list of activities undertaken by the centre in the last 

four years.  

 

Research and Publications 

The research centre did a lot of work during the covid period. As there was no 

physical interaction, the centre focused on collection of manuscripts and Pothis 

during this period. The Centre now hosts a rich variety of Pothis in its 

possession.  

2021 

1. Meher Pradeepa (Journal) Special issue dedicated to Bhima Bhoi was 

published in which research papers of eminent writers and scholars of different 

Universities were placed. 
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2. “Jejemanka Gapapedi”, A collection of short stories for children, written by 

legendary story writer Laxminath Bejbarua of Assam, based and focused on 

Historical prospect of 19
th

 century, Sambalpur. The original stories in Assam 

are translated by Nairmalee Mahanta. 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2022 

Bhajana Mala - A revised issue of Bhima Bhoi’s “Bhajana Mala” was published in 

which about 14 numbers of unpublished bhanjan, collected from pothis were placed 

besides his 300 Bhanjans. 
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2023 

Book Lekha Alekha is a volume on some of the interesting facets of Bhima Bhoi and 

Mahima Dharma and many prominent scholars have contributed to the volume. The 

book is edited by Professor Pradip panda.  

 

 

Seminar/Workshops/Webinars 

2019 
 

On 6
th 

August 2019 Bhima Bhoi Memorial talk was conducted and two 

distinguished scholars Prof. Debendra Kumar Dash and Prof. Gouranga Charan 

Dash delivered talk to hundreds of research scholars from different Universities, Prof. 

Debendra Kumar Dash critically analysed on the topic: ଭୀମ ଭଭୋଇ ଚଚଚୋ: ଅତୀତ, 

ବର୍ତ୍ଚମୋନ ଓ ଭବଷି୍ୟତ and Gouranga Charan Dash talk on the topic: ଭୀମ ଭଭୋଇ 

ସୋହତିୟ: ଭେଭତେ ଗମୁର. 
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2021 

 

1. 09.04.2021 An Art workshop was Organised by the Chair to create interest and 

propagate the socio cultural aspect of Mahima through Art. More than ten 

prominent artist were exuviated   there light creation.  

Prof. N.Nagaraju, Vice Chancellor Inaugurated the workshops and Veteran artist 

Sri Bholanath Nayak was penotes speaker. 

 

2. A Webinar on the topic “Adhunikatara Parampara O Kabi Bhima Bhoi” was 

conducted on 26
th

 June 2021. Dr. Panchanan Mishra, Retd. Professor of English 

and an eminent critic of Odia literature had delivered a talk. Many Scholars from 

different parts of Odisha participated in the deliberations. 
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3. An international webinar entitled “Bhima Bhoi poetics, perceptions and 

politics “was conducted on 6
th

 July 2021. Dr. Ishita Banerjee Dubey, Professor 

of Centre of studies Asia and Africa, De Mexico has delivered a talk and 

participated in a fruitful interactive session.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

4. A National seminar on the topic “Bhartiya Bhakti Dharma and poet Bhima 

Bhoi” was conducted in collaboration with the Kendra Sahitya Akademy on 

25
th

 September 2021. Eminent Scholars like Dr. Fanindra Deo, Prof. 

Kalidash Mishra, Prof. Kumud Ranjan Panigrahi, Dr. Shyam Bhoi, Dr. 

Akhila Biswal, Prof. Harish Chandra Sahoo presented papers on the topic 

during the three sessions of the one-day national seminar. Prof. Pradip Kumar 

Panda of Bhima Bhoi Research Centre, G.M University presented the Keynote 

Address. Prof. N. Nagaraju, Vice Chancellor of G.M. University and Prof. 

Deepak Behera, Vice Chancellor of KISS Deemed to be University Bhubaneswar 

jointly inaugurated the Seminar.  
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2022 

1. A two-day workshop cum seminar on the topic “Origin and Growth of Mahima 

Cult: Role of the Saint Poet” was conducted on the 10
th

 and 11
th

 February 2022. 

Prof. Ishita Banerjee Dubey of De Mexico was the chief guest who delivered a 

lecture on Research Methodology to the participants and interacted with them. 

About 50 Research Scholars of social sciences and many other intellectuals of 

the locality participated in the workshop. 

 

 

The seminar shall also witnessed several extension activities such as: Panel 

Discussions, Workshops on Cultural Significance of Mahima Cult and Field trip to 

The Sadhana Pitha of Bhima Bhoi at Khaliapali. 

2. On 17.04.22 Bhima Bhoi Jayanti and Memorial Talk by Dr. Bhibhuti Bhusan Panda 

Retd. Professor. The spiritual journey of Santha Kabi, the social scenario of 

Nineteenth century Odisha with a special focus to Western Odisha was highlighted in 

his talks.   
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3. Gangadhar Meher University, Sambalpur, in collaboration with Karnataka 

Sahitya Academy and Odisha Sahitya Academy organized the Translation 

Workshop on Bhakti Literature from 12
th

 to 15
th

 July, 2022. Six numbers of  

Eminent Translator from each Karnataka and Odisha has attended.  Numbers of 

Bhakti Poems were translated from Odia to Karnataka and Karnataka to Odia 

including more than 50 Bolis and Bhajans of Bhima Bhoi, Two Anthology in Karnnad 

and Odia of translated work has been published with collaboration of both the 

academy. 
 

 

In the technical session of the workshop on 12-07-22, a general consensus about the 

selection of Bhakti poets from Odisha and Karnataka was arrived as part of a discussion. 

The following sets of poets representing diverse socio-cultural and spiritual/mystical 

orientations from 12
th

-20
th

 centuries from the Kannada literary tradition were chosen:  

i. 12
th

 Century Vachanakaras: Basavanna, Akka Mahadevi, Allama Prabhu, Bonta 

Devi, Dasimayya, Manasanda Maritande 

ii. 15
th

 Century Tripadikaras: Sarvagyan 

iii. 16
th

, 17
th

, 18
th

 Century Kirtanakaras: Purandara Dasa, Kanaka Dasa, Vaadiraja 

Tirtha, Vijaya Vitthala Dasa 

iv. 19
th

 and 20
th

 Century Tattwapadakaras/Swaravachanakaras: Shishunala 

Sharif, Kadakola Madivalappa, Chennur Jalalsaab, Mahagaon Meerasaab, 

Nijaguna Shivayogi, Balalila Mahanta Shivayogi  

From the Odia Bhakti traditions, the following sets of poets were chosen for translation to 

Kannada: 

i. Panchasakha Yuga: Balarama Das, Achyutananda Das, Jagannatha Das 

ii. Riti Yuga: Salabega, Banamali 

iii. Adhunik Yuga: Bhima Bhoi, Gangadhar Meher 

The choice of poets and Vachanakaras was informed by their thematic preoccupations 

and special care was taken to make the list representative of a wide gamut of articulations 

with specific caste/class and community affinities. The more well-known, celebrated 

Vachanakaras like Basavanna in Kannada or Bhima Bhoi in Odia were chosen along with 

the lesser-known poets, women poets, Muslim poets, and so on.  

The entire team, comprising of delegates from Karnataka Sahitya Academy and Odisha 

Sahitya Academy, under the able supervision of the Workshop Director, formed smaller 

units of two each. On each day of the workshop, a delegate from Karnataka was paired up 

with a delegate from Odisha, in order to facilitate the simultaneous translation of a wide 

range of texts from Kannada to Odia and vice-versa. Chosen poems were first read out to 

the partners with brief remarks on the contextual significance of the poets. Expressions 
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rooted in a specific socio-cultural milieu were explained in greater details. Every attempt 

was made not to distort the poems with interpretation and intellectualization. The final, 

proof-read translations of all poems were read out during a general discussion that 

concluded each day’s endeavours. Changes were suggested, and linguistic/grammatical 

nuances of each language were retained. Special efforts were made by most of the 

translators to restore the rhythm and musicality of the verses under consideration.   

4. Bhima Bhoi Lecture Series 6 has been conducted at L.G-1 of Gangadhar Meher 

University on dt.04.11.2022 Dr.Basudev Sunani and Sri.Saroj Kumar 

Mohanty has delivered talk on “ଭୀମଭଭୋଇ ସୋହିତୟଭର ଜନବୋଦୀ ଭଚତନୋ ଓ 

ତୋର ସମ୍ପ୍ରତେିତୋ” 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

2023 

1. Conducted Three-day National Seminar on the topic “Mahima Dharma and 

Bhima Bhoi in our Time: Texts and Contexts” in the University on date 

01.03.2023 to 03.03.2023. About Thirty Research papers have been presented 

by Resource person and Research Scholar. About three hundred scholars 

including Teachers and Students of the University participated in the event. 

Some highlighted themes of the seminar were i. Bhima Bhoi : Text analytics ii. 

Language of Bhima Bhoi a Linguistic Study iii. Modernity and Religious Believe and 

Literary Concept iv. Historical concept of Mahima Dharma and Bhima Bhoi ideology 

v. Manaba Dharma O Biswa Drusti vi.Tradition and Beyond in Bhima Bhoi 

Literature  vii. Experimental Choutisha of Bhima Bhoi viii. Satya O Sunya Upasana 

ix. Sunya Sadhanara Parampara x. Darshanika  Dursti O Bhima Bhoi xi. Mahima 

Gosain  eka Sambhabya Sangrachana. 
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On the final day a field trip was conducted by the chair to Kandhara Village of Rairakhol. 
Where the smruti kupa is situated. A Santha Samabesa was conducted at the Historical Divya 
Siddhi Khetra of Santha Kabi Bhima Bhoi. 

 
2. 10.10.2023 Bhima Bhoi Memorial Talk  was conducted in seminar hall of the 

University. Two prominent Professors Giribala Mohanty and Kailash Pattaniak 

of Biswabharati, Shantiniketan delivered talk on the topic “Bhimara Katha O 

Kathare Bhima”. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



12 
 

 

2024 

A National Seminar on 2-3 January 2024 was hosted by Gangadhar Meher 

University, Sambalpur in Collaboration with Central Tribal University of Andhra 

Pradesh. 

  

 

 

The seminar was inaugurated by Prof. N. Nagaraju,Vice Chancellor of 

Gangadhar Meher University and the Chief Guest was Prof. T.V Kattimoni, Vice 

Chancellor Central Tribal University. Andhra Pradesh. 21 Members of Resource 

Person from different parts of Odisha and Other States were presented talks and 

papers more than Two Hundred participants from different Universities and Colleges 

were participated in the Seminar. 

The Chief Guest of the seminar Prof. T.V Kattimani in his address emphasised on 

the topic “The Legacy of Mahima Dharma and Cultural preservation” the other Topics 

highlighted during all the four sessions were  

 Mahima Dharma: Origins, Beliefs, and Practices  

 Bhima Bhoi: Life, Poetry, and Influence   

 Literature of the Marginalised: Voices and Expressions  

 Contemporary Relevance and Challenges   

 Mahima Dharma and Social Justice  

 Mahima Dharma & Cultural revolution   

 Mahima Dharma in Comparative Religious Studies  

 Mahima Dharma and Tourism  

 Preserving Odia Identity through Mahima Poetry  

 Exploring Mahima Dharma and Harmony with Nature 

Beyond academic discussions the Seminar create a casting impact on participants 

thorough performing Mahima Bhajans and Kirtan by renewed Mahima Sadhus, 

invited from Mahimapuram of Jharsuguda district of Odisha. Besides these a Film 

“Rupa Arupa” produced and directed by Debaranjan was screened its premier show  
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in which the life stay at Bhima Bhoi and the concept of Mahima cult was narrated 

logistically. 

 A Field tour to The Samadhi pitha of Saint Bhima Bhoi, Khaliapali at Sonepur 

district of Odisha by scholars and Guests was addressed religious and Cultural 

significance of Mahima Cult on the end day of the seminar. 

 Another Creative activities of Art Workshop was organised during the seminar 

to glorify the sanctity of ‘ Sunya Brahma’ about fifteen Artists (Students of 

Gangadhar Meher University) were demonstrated live  Art in Canvas and Showcased. 
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Extension Programmes: 

Bhima Bhoi chair initiated many programmes to promote and preserve the values 

of Mahima Dharma and the teachings of Bhima Bhoi. It has visited many places 

like Kandhara, Khaliapalli (two most important places associated with Bhima 

Bhoi),Joranda, Madhupur, ,Kankanapada, Sohela, ,Mahimapuram 

(Bijapali),Bartunda, Bedalpat, Gujapahad, Budharaja etc. and had interaction with 

villagers and the Ashram Nivasis. The purpose of such visits is to interact with 

local villagers who are influenced by Bhima Bhoi teachings and to collect rare 

manuscripts and Pothis available with local people. The programmes also focused 

on meeting Sadhus and understand their 

perspective of Mahima Dharma.  

              Bhima Bhoi Samadhi Pitha at Khaliapali 

 

 

 

 

Kumbhapatia Sadhu at Joranda 

Smruti                       

Kupa of Kandhara 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

With Birendra Baba at Sohela Mahima Ashram       

 Mahima Ashram Bartunda (Kashipali,Bargarh)                                                  
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Research Collaborations 

During the post covid period particularly after 2021, the chair has taken initiatives 

to enage many important public libraries in Odisha. Some of them are Public 

Library, Sambalpur, Nabin Sahu Museum, Jyoti vihar, State Museum Odisha, 

Odisha Sahitya Academy, Sahitya Akademy, New Delhi, Ashrams of Mahima cult 

of the locality including Joranda, Khaliapali, Kandhara, Madhupur, Kankanapada, 

Sohela, Mahimapuram (Bijapali),Bartunda, Bedalpat, Gujapahad, Budharaja etc. 

Most of them are local libraries but they contain important information about 

Bhima Bhoi and Mahima Dharma. The Chair had a formal dialogue with these 

institutions and there will be shortly mutual exchange of research material through 

exchange programmes.  

The chair has also entered a formal MOU with KISS, Bhubaneswar with the sole 

objective to promote research on Bhima Bhoi and Mahima Dharma. The chair 

recently had started a dialogue with Andhra Pradesh Central University to enter 

into a formal engagement to carryforward the teachings of Bhima Bhoi.  

 

Although, several interdisciplinary projects focused on Mahima Dharma, 

Bhima Bhoi and deprived section of the society have been initiated in these 

years and are ongoing with optimal use of resources and to the best of the 

abilities. With strongly believe that there is more work to be done in this field. 

The centre will undertake more innovative research projects in future and 

thereby, emerge as a learning hub and resource centre preserving the live and 

work of Bhima Bhoi.  

 

 

                                                                                                   Dr Pradip Kumar Panda 

                                                                             Chair Professor 

                                                                    Bhima Bhoi Research Chair 
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Media Coverage 
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